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EN ROUTE TO ADELAIDE: ONE AIR BALLOON  
CONTENTS: ONE EXPLORER, EXCEPTIONAL.  

ONE HAMSTER, OBESE.  ONE URN, FULL  
 

ÒÉ a wonderfully imaginative concept that is as touching as it is fresh and funnyÓ - Sally J. Stott, The Scotsman  (Aug Õ07) 
 

A hot air balloon drifts across the emptiest space on earth.  Inside, an explorer seeking to defy gravity, and a hamster 
with a mission to become the first Antarctic lemming, discover the weight of grief, the colour of cold, and the 
shape of sadness. 
 

Fresh from its European premi•re at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, Three to a Room is proud to present Darragh 
MartinÕs extraordinary play, An Air Balloon Across Antarctica in the Studio at Holden Street Theatres as part of 
the 2008 Adelaide Fringe Festival.  
 

An Air Balloon Across Antarctica debuted in October 2004 as part of the Melbourne Fringe Festival, enjoying a 
sellout season to wide critical acclaim, and being promptly nominated for a Green Room Award in the category 
of Outstanding Writing in Melbourne Fringe/Independent Theatre 2004.  In 2007, Three to a RoomÕs production of 
the play was equally well received in Melbourne and Edinburgh, achieving a nomination for The ScotsmanÕs Fringe 
First award, garnering extremely strong reviews, and generating much interest from international theatre promoters. 
 

Displaying an ancestral gift for storytelling, young Irishman Darragh MartinÕs play is a powerful and poignant tale of a 
female explorer traveling across Antarctica in a hot air balloon to scatter her sonÕs ashes, accompanied by a mildly 
obese hamster with a fondness for speed dating and an addiction to breakfast cereal. 
 

 ÒYouÕd have to be a very jaded fringe goer not to be touched by this fresh, talented production.  
Go see.Ó - Kathryn Mack, Broadway Baby (Aug Ô07)  

 

Three to a Room is a Melbourne-based theatre company committed to fostering local theatrical talent. An Air Balloon 
Across Antarctica is directed by Yvonne Virsik, Artistic Director of M.U.S.T (Monash University). With an impressive 
body of work behind her, Three to a Room is proud to be joined by this innovative and inspiring theatre maker.  For a 
full cast and crew listing, please see www.threetoaroom.com.  

 
An Air Balloon Across Antarctica 

The Studio @ Holden Street Theatres (34 Holden St, Hindmarsh Ð Next to soccer stadium.  Free parking) 
Holden Street Theatres Media Day: Wednesday Feb 20th @ 3pm 

Public Media Preview: Thursday Feb 21st @ 6.30pm (70 mins); General public tickets: $10* 
Feb 22 & 23 @ 10pm; Feb 24Ð29, March 2Ð7, 10Ð14  & 16 @ 6.30pm; March 8 & 15 @ 9.30pm 

Tickets: $23 adult / $16 concession / $15 Bargain Tuesdays* 
Public bookings through FringeTIX: Fringe Alley (via Vaughan Place, Off Rundle Street, Adelaide) 

P: 1300 FRINGE (374643)  W: www.adelaidefringe.com.au 
 To book review tickets or for more information, please contact Charlotte Strantzen (Company Press Contact) 

E: charlotte@threetoaroom.com  P: 0417 303 404 
For further information and downloads, please see our online media kit (via the Adelaide Fringe website) or: 

www.threetoaroom.com/adelaide.html 
 

                                                     * An additional $1.65 service fee applies to each ticket sold through FringeTIX 

 


